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Prairie View 

FOOTBALL 

Parent Handbook 

 

 

“If a man is called to be a street sweeper, he should sweep streets even as Michelangelo 

painted, or Beethoven played music, or Shakespeare wrote poetry. He should sweep streets 

so well that all the hosts of heaven and earth will pause to say, here lived a great street 

sweeper who did his job well.”    

 

~ Martin Luther King Jr. 
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THE BLUEPRINT 
 
The Edge: Blueprint for Champions is designed to familiarize you with the Football 
Commitment to Excellence, and the policies, procedures, and the operation within the Prairie 
View High School Football program.  The Prairie View High School Football program exists to 
supplement the entire educational experience at Prairie View High School.   

 
It is important that we all, coaches and players, remember why we invest in the game of 
football.  Football parallels life in countless ways and when taught correctly can put young 
men in a position to achieve success and attain happiness throughout their lifetime. It is the 
role of the coach to take advantage of this and not to waste the tremendous opportunity and 
huge responsibility he has in front of him.   
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson said in 1871, “If a man can build a better mousetrap that his 
neighbor, even if he builds his house in the woods, the world will make a beaten 
path to his door.”  We’re here to build a better mousetrap.  In fact, we’re here to show 
everyone, everywhere, that Thunderhawks Football is a one-of-a-kind place.  Nobody does it 
like us.  We set the standard.  Welcome to Thunderhawks Football and the Thunderhawks 
Way. 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

The Thunderhawks Way is a cult of achievement, where kids love to play the game and 
honor flourishes throughout the team; where each student-athlete realizes their full 
potential; where former Thunderhawks share what they have learned with others, do not 
settle for being just average; and in the end, the joy and lessons they discover throughout 
the program will last a lifetime.   
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the Football program is to foster excellence in  
all that we do as a staff, team, school and community. 

 

 

PROGRAM GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

Strength and Resilience Through Team Chemistry 
 

Self Guidance Through Junior and Senior Leadership 
 

Preparation Through Sound Mind and Body   
 

Order Through Communication and Instruction 
 

Force Through Fundamentals  
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COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE 
 

“For the strength of the pack is the wolf, and the strength of the wolf is the pack.” ~Rudyard Kipling 
 
The Football Commitment to Excellence is a commitment to never cease trying to be the best you can 
become.   As noted above, we have adopted John Wooden’s definition of success to deepen our 
understanding in the pursuit of achievement: “Success is peace of mind which is a direct result of 
self-satisfaction in knowing you made the effort to become the best of which you are 
capable.” 
 
Everything we do will be measured against this commitment/definition.  Making the conscious choice to 
maximize your abilities in the following team policy and procedure will result in positive development for 
you as a student-athlete.  Let it be known, that as a member of the Thunderhawks Football 
Program, you have relinquished your right to be selfish. 
 

Responsibility to Self 
By choosing to be a Student-Athlete, you must accept and commit to excellence.  There is no other 
way.  Excellence is an attitude to accept on the very best in every endeavor you might choose.  For 
Student-Athletes, expecting and accepting the pursuit of excellence is required for self, body and 
mind, leadership capacity, relationships, and team roles/responsibility. 
 
Responsibility to Team 
The Football Team requires excellence from you in all team interests, particularly your pursuit of team 
chemistry and developing intra-squad relationships, team leadership, team accountability, attendance, 
punctuality for meetings, strength/conditioning workout, practice ethic, game, medical treatment, 
study hall, tutor session, or any other football related event is mandatory.   
 
Responsibility to Academics 
Our collaborative pursuit in this institution is to receive the finest education possible.  Both parties 
(school personnel and YOU) have dual responsibility in delivering and receiving the very best 
education available. Student-athletes, in spirit of excellence, attend all classes and display consistent 
study habits, treat all school personnel with excellence, and always do their best to perform at the 
highest levels possible. 
 
Responsibility in Social Arenas 
Enjoying the friendship of your teammates, friends, family, and peers at the High School or elsewhere 
is an important part of the adolescent experience.  Leaning about and appreciating the cultural 
diversity that exists on campus and in our society is also valuable for success in life.  As long as you 
are part of the Football Team, you are a representative of our High School – one held in the highest 
regard.  

 
Pop culture today is extremely liberal, allowing for leniency in what constitutes living an acceptable life.  As 
always, we measure our program through a lens of excellence.  This lens does not allow for any illegal 
activity, including illegal drugs, performance enhancing drugs, alcohol, and tobacco.  Further, our pursuit 
of excellence requires that we observe all district policies concerning student athletes, CHSAA bylaws, and 
District and High School policies and procedures.   
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PURPOSE, MISSION, AND VISION 
 

In pursuit of our Purpose, Mission, Vision, and adhering to our Commitment to Excellence, we have 
founded the entire program on one pursuit: fostering excellence in the lives of our student-
athletes, in everything we and they do.  The philosophy is built upon a collection of best practice, 
systematized to move the student athlete experience from “good” to “great”. 
 
First and foremost, we have defined excellence around a framework of greatness, built on timeless 
principles.  Our success is founded upon making a personal choice to pay the price, to capitalize on our 
maximum potential, both for self and for team.   We have identified and separated standard inputs and 
outputs/results, defined the process for development, and built measures to analyze outcomes and 
results.   
 
We are committed to providing leadership that demands that the right decisions happen, no matter how 
difficult or painful, in the best interest of program and the pursuit of our mission, independent of 
consensus and/or popularity. 
 
We put WHO before WHAT.  We are committed to igniting greatness from having the right people in the 
key seats, not the other way around. 
 
We face all challenges head on, facing the brutal facts, with the discipline and rigor to forge consistency.  
We believe that only through consistent, disciplined thought we can make consistent pursuit of our 
mission. 
 
We are committed to building success around a series of good decisions consistent with a simple, 
coherent concept.  We identify this concept through three reflective questions: 1) What can we be the 
best in the world at?  What are we deeply passionate about?  What best drives our resource engine? The 
entire system, including resource structure, is built around supporting a systematic approach to 
furthering our success. 
 
As an organization, we are cultured through discipline – disciplined people who engage in discipline 
thought and who take disciplined action – operating with freedom within a framework of responsibilities. 
 
We understand that there is no single defining action, no magic or killer innovation that builds our 
culture of greatness.  Rather, our momentum is the result of consistent, disciplined, small efforts.  Each 
effort, building upon the one before, increases momentum until a point of breakthrough, and beyond.  
We will have the discipline to sustain such efforts. 
 
Our players understand that discipline is not punishment.  Rather, discipline is the basic set of tools we 
require to solve our team problems.  Without discipline, we can solve nothing, and with some discipline 
we can solve only some problems.  With total discipline we can solve all problems. (Paraphrased from M. 
Scott Peck).  Team discipline is very simple; not fun, but simple. 
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CODE OF VALUES 
 
Our mission is to use football, and the lessons it provides, as a means of preparing young men to be 
successful in all aspects of their life, and make the great Prairie View community proud.  These 
values are forged by teaching the following intangibles: 
 

1. The value of establishing trust and accountability; instilling the belief in people that they 
can always rely on you. 
 

2. The benefits of hard work and never giving up on something just because it is difficult or 
frustrating.  

 
3. The importance of being totally committed to a positive cause and staying the course 

through the tough times.  
 

4. The value of living clean; refraining from drugs, alcohol, smoking and anything else that 
dangers one’s health. 

 
5. The advantages of handling instruction and discipline from another, even though it may 

be difficult to hear.  
 

6. The importance of self-discipline; to do what is right no matter how difficult it may be or 
when no one is looking.  

 
7. The multiplying advantages of working within the framework of a team and being able 

to sacrifice some individual glory for the benefit of everyone.  
 

8. The importance of being able to persevere during adversity and/or tragedy.  
 

9. The value of being competitive, taking challenges head-on and always pushing forward to 
achieve success.   

 
10. The benefits of leadership and how widespread ones influence can become in being a good 

leader. 
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PLAYING TIME AND DEPTH CHART 
 

There are 3 traits we use to evaluate every football player in our program. Trust, Work Ethic and 
Ability. Each trait is weight equally and given a score of 1-10. You are placed on the depth chart 
relative to what your total score is compared to others playing your position. With this rubric, the 
most talented athlete is not always going to be the one who starts at his particular 
position. A player may be a 9 or a 10 athletically, but if we can’t trust him, or he does not work hard, 
it doesn’t matter how good he is. This means a player may have less ability, but if he works hard and 
we can trust him, he will most likely be placed ahead of the more athletic player on the depth chart.  
     

#1: TRUST 
If we can trust you, we can rely on you, and only if we can rely on you will you have any 
chance to get playing time or start on this football team. Ask yourself these questions: Do 
you make every practice and every workout? Do you stay away from trouble at school and at 
home? Do you refuse to fail a class and are you someone we never have to worry about 
getting below a 2.0? Do you avoid going to parties or anywhere else there might be drugs 
and alcohol?  And more importantly, are you strong enough to stay clean yourself? If all of 
this applies to you, you have an excellent chance at getting a score of a 10 on Trust. 
 
#2: WORK ETHIC  
This simply comes down to how hard you work when you are at school, at practice and in 
the weight room.  In class do you pay attention, get your work done on time and finish 
assignments even when they are difficult? When running plays do you truly go PLUS 2, “snap 
to whistle” with all out intensity on every play? When conditioning do you push yourself as 
hard as you can even when you are sore and completely exhausted? In the weight room do 
you go all out until failure on every lift possible while still maintaining perfect form? Work 
ethic truly is a measure of your heart and how tough you are. If your threshold for work is 
high and you don’t back down even when things are extremely challenging, then you have 
an excellent chance of getting a 10 on Work Ethic.  
 
#3: ABILITY 
In short, this means how good of an athlete are you and how do you compare to other 
players playing your position. How fast are you? How strong are you? How physical are you? 
How well do you tackle? How well do you break tackles? How well do you block?  How well 
do you shed blocks?  How well do you throw? How well do you catch?  And remember, as 
stated earlier, this has a lot to do with natural talent but showing up to everything (trust) 
and going all-out (work ethic) will increase your ability tremendously! 

 
Being part of this team is a privilege. There are thousands of kids who would ‘trade a kidney’ to 
be in your position. You are a member of an elite program.  You need to take advantage of what you 
have in front of you.  The time you have here is short and it is going to be gone before you know it.  
Every day that goes by is a day you will never get back.  Some people go through with blinders on 
and never truly live. Don’t let that happen to you before it’s too late.  For those of you that believe in 
these words, the sky is the limit.  Challenge yourself every day.  Take this challenge as far as you can 
take it. You will see your time here at Prairie View will be one of the best times you will ever have in 
your life!  If you want something you never had…you have to be willing to do something 
you have never done! 
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LETTERING POLICY 
 

Our lettering policy is aimed at awarding the entire student-athlete, by measuring their commitment 
level to the program.   Academics, Attendance, and Playing Time are all part of the lettering-
requirements for PVHS Football.  
     

#1: ACADEMICS 
The first requirement to earn a football letter is to maintain at least a 2.0 GPA in the current 
football season. 
 
#2: ATTENDANCE 
The second requirement to earn a football letter is to maintain at least a 95% attendance 
rate during the football season. 
 
#3: PLAYING TIME 
The third requirement to earn a football letter is playing time.  Student-athletes must have 
played in 28 quarters of football in a varsity football game.  One play = One quarter.   

 

DISCIPLINE & RESPONSE 
 

“Most people say that their main fault is a lack of discipline.  On deeper thought, I believe that is not the case.  The 

basic problems is that their priorities have not become deeply planted in their hearts and minds.” ~ Stephen Covey 
 

 
In our family we make it perfectly, absolutely clear that there is a response to all events that either 
produce good or bad outcomes (aka consequences).  Regardless of the choices made, there is 
always a price to pay.  Good or bad, we believe that you reap what you sow.  Good things come to 
good people.  

 
The Football Team utilizes a “four strike” system for discipline.  The Head Football Coach 
can assign strikes for any violation, including minor inappropriate behavior, and has sole 
discretion over the issuance of strikes. 
 

 First Violation:  One Strike; Coach Council Evaluation; Player Council Recommendation; 

Parent Contact;  

 Second Violation: Two Strikes; Coach Council; Parent Meeting; 1 Game Suspension.  

 Third Violation: Three Strikes; Termination Recommendation. 3 Game Suspension. 

 Fourth Violation: Removal from Football Program without opportunity to return. 

Our team rules are very simple, upholding the HAWKS Core Values of Prairie View High School.  We 
require that all student-athletes represent the PVHS Football team through: 
 

HONESTY:  Speak your mind and uphold the truth.  Stay true to who you are and what you 
believe in.  Address issues with respect, integrity, and in a timely manner.    
ACCOUNTABLE:  Be the best you can be in and out of school, every day.  Be present and be 
prepared. 
WELCOMING:  Create a positive learning environment in which all school community members 
can think, learn and feel that they matter.  We are a big ThunderHawk family. 
KNOWLEDGABLE:  Honor teaching and learning.  Understand the impact of your decisions on 
your surroundings.  Support school-wideefforts towards achieving our mission, vision and goals. 
SCHOOL-SPIRITED:  Pride, participation, and positive reflection that supports our values.  Wear 
the Black and Gold with pride. 
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STUDENT ATHLETE GAMEPLAN: RECRUITING  
 

“A successful team is a group of many hands but of one mind.” ~ Bill Bethel 

 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians & Athletes: 
 
The Student Athlete Gameplan been created for your convenience to help guide you through an 
important time in your life.  Continuing your athletic career in college requires a tremendous amount 
of work. While The Student Athlete’s Game Plan can assist you through the college admission process, 
you are the generating force to assure that the necessary tasks get accomplished. Our School’s 
guidance counselors and coaches are here to help.  The success of this process also depends upon 
realistic evaluation of your athlete’s ability, both in the classroom and in the sports arena.  
 
Please use this information to help further your athlete’s opportunities beyond high school. There are 
many people to assist you along the way. Do not hesitate to ask for help.  We all want our athletes to 
succeed. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ben Startzer 
Head Football Coach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT ATHLETE GAMEPLAN: RECRUITING CONTACT PERIODS 
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“A champion pays an extra price to be better than anyone else.” ~ Bear Bryant 

 

Football coaches have NCAA and NAIA guidelines they must follow as to when they can contact you.  
Here is what you need to know: 
 

MAY RECEIVE GENERAL INFORMATION All Divisions, Anytime, Unlimited 
General information includes camp brochures and admissions information. 

 
MAY RECEIVE RECRUITING MATERIALS 
You may receive any written information including personal emails and letters. 
 

Division I: September 1 of Junior Year 

Division II: June 15 after Sophomore Year 

Division III: Anytime, Unlimited 

NAIA: Anytime, Unlimited 

 

YOU CAN TAKE UNOFFICIAL VISITS 
You are allowed to take an unlimited amount of unofficial visits at any time during your 

career.  An unofficial visit is any visit by you and your parents to a college campus paid for by 
you and your parents. 
 

All Divisions, Anytime, Unlimited 

 

YOU CAN CALL COACHES AT YOUR EXPENSE 
 

All Divisions, Anytime, Unlimited 
 
YOU CAN HAVE CONTACT WITH A COACH OFF OF THEIR CAMPUS 
This means you can visit the coach off of their college campus 
 

Division I: July 1 after Junior Year 

Division II: June 15 after Sophomore Year, Unl 

Division III: After Sophomore Year, Unl 

NAIA: Anytime, Unlimited 

 
COLLEGE COACHES MAY CALL YOU 
Remember, you are always allowed to call coaches, but there are several restrictions about 
WHEN THEY can call you.  Technically, DIII coaches can call at any time, although many 

follow the DI Rules. 
 

Division I: Once from April 15-May 31 of Junior Year.  Once per week starting Sept 1 of Senior Year. 

Division II: June 15 after Sophomore Year, Unl 

Division III: Anytime, Unlimited 

NAIA: Anytime, Unlimited 

 

YOU CAN TAKE OFFICIAL VISITS 
An official visit is any visit to a college campus by you and your parents paid for by the 

college. 
 

Division I: Opening Day of Class, Senior Year.  Limited to 1 visit per college, up to 5 total. 

Division II: June 15th after Sophomore Year.  Limited to 1 visit per college, Unlimited. 

Division III: January 1st of Junior Year.  Limited to 1 visit per college, unlimited. 

NAIA: Anytime, Unlimited 

 



10 

 

STUDENT ATHLETE GAMEPLAN: THE PROCESS 
 

“A champion pays an extra price to be better than anyone else.” ~ Bear Bryant 

 

 
Letter of interest and resume to college coach: 
There should be a letter drafted and sent by the student to the coach at each college of interest. The letter 
should include the athletic resume and a clearly labeled DVD of the athlete, if possible. Handwrite the 
envelope so they know the information is not coming from an agency. 
 
Include and/or follow-up with game schedule: 
Send a separate mailing with a brief letter including the student’s game schedule, followed by a telephone 
call to the coach to urge him/her to visit you during a scheduled game.  Remember when you send a 
schedule to put your jersey number on it. 
 
HUDL Highlight Film: 
You should prepare a Hudl Highlight Film. This video should be no longer than 3-5minutes in duration. 
College coaches differ on what they look for in a video. Consider asking the college coach what he/she is 
looking for. The video may include a full game, part of game, highlights of the athlete and/or skill work 
(throwing, catching, passing, shooting, etc.).  Game Film, please keep in mind that the first part of the 
game is the most important. 
 
Letters of Recommendation: 
Letters of recommendation may be obtained from past and present coaches from school and club teams, an 
opposing coach, athletic director, counselor and teachers. The purpose of the letters is to attest to the 
player’s character and conduct, as well as to the level of play.  Coaches and teachers are used to these 
requests. Attach these letters to the resume and send them to the colleges where you are applying and 
believe you can play. 
 
News Clippings: 
Athletes need to keep local and school newspaper clippings or other articles written about them and about 
the team. These articles should also be mailed along with the player’s resume to the colleges of their 
choice. 
 
Summer Sport Camps / Outside Team Participation, Tournaments and Competitions: 
Throughout all of the high school years, the student athlete interested in playing a sport in college needs to 
enroll in a related summer sport camp, a club program or local leagues.  College coaches view this as a 
commitment to the sport and it enhances the student athlete’s performance throughout their high school 
years. 
 
High School Coach Contact with College Coach 
The student athlete and the parents should approach the high school coach to ask that he or she contact 
the coaches of colleges that you are interested in. 
 
Scouting Agencies 
While these agencies are convenient for the family, many college coaches have said that they are 
overwhelmed with agencies sending them thousands of recruiting films so they disregard them. Handwrite 
the envelope to the coach so they know your film is not coming from an agency. 
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STUDENT ATHLETE GAMEPLAN: THE PROCESS 
 

“A champion pays an extra price to be better than anyone else.” ~ Bear Bryant 

 
FRESHMEN/SOPHOMORE YEARS 

 Establish a four-year academic plan to meet all core course requirements. 

 Take a strong academic course load. 

 Maintain at least a 2.0 grade point average out of 4.0 in core courses. 

 Talk with your athletic director or coach about other opportunities to increase your exposure in your 

sport. 

 Attend summer camps 

 For exposure (select camps at colleges that you might want to attend) 

 To improve skills 

 To compare your current skill with others 

 Videotape games 

 Keep records of your athletic achievements, extracurricular activities, etc. 

 View college athletic web sites. Most have a simple questionnaire you may fill out and email to the 

coach. 

 

JUNIOR YEAR 
 Continue to take a strong academic course load. 

 Make certain you are taking the required core academic courses. 

 Register for and take the required standardized tests (i.e. SAT, ACT). 

 Designate the NCAA to receive SAT & ACT scores when registering for test (NCAA- Code is #9999 

on SAT & ACT registration form). 

 Attend college nights and fairs and read literature sent to you by schools. 

 Begin to visit college campuses. 

 Submit NCAA Clearinghouse form in the spring of your junior year. 

 Develop a list of prospective schools with the help of counselors and coaches. Consideration should 

be given to academic achievement and athletic ability. 

 Request college applications as early as possible, preferably the summer after your junior year. 

 Develop an athletic resume and continue to update records and lists of athletic and extracurricular 

activities. 

 Familiarize yourself with the rules and regulations governing recruiting, eligibility and financial aid. 

 Meet with your coach for a thorough evaluation of your athletic ability. You should receive a 

recommendation for an appropriate level of competition. Be realistic. 

 Discuss with your coach his/her involvement in your recruitment process.  
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STUDENT ATHLETE GAMEPLAN: THE PROCESS (CONT.) 
 

JUNIOR YEAR (cont.) 
 Ask him/her to be proactive on your behalf by responding to questionnaires sent by recruiting 

coaches. 

 Send a letter of introduction along with your athletic resume to coaches of schools you are interested 

in attending. 

 Continue to attend sports camps. 

 Keep a file on each college/university that shows an interest in you. 

 Continue to videotape games. Send video to prospective coaches at the end of the junior year. For 

spring sports, consider doing this earlier! 

 View college games to assess their level of play and compare it to your level. 

 
SENIOR YEAR 
 Continue to work hard in your academic courses. 
 Take and/or retake the standardized tests as needed. Check with your counselor for national testing 

dates. 
 Obtain college applications. 
 Meet with your counselor to review application materials. 

 Write a personal statement. 
 Complete Financial Aid forms early – Profile form in the fall (only needed for select colleges), FAFSA 

as soon as possible, after January 1st (required for all colleges). 
 Continue to visit the campuses of those schools in which you are interested. It is recommended that 

you either call or write for an appointment to meet with a coach, admissions officer, financial aid 
advisor and departmental chairperson. 

 Apply to several colleges. Even if you are going to apply “early decision” to one college, there is 
never a guarantee of admittance.  Always have a “back-up” plan. 

 Continue to write, call or e-mail coaches expressing interest in their school and athletic programs. 

 Update your athletic resume. 
 Be prompt in your response regarding college questionnaires. 

 

Students and parents must take the initiative and work on their own behalf.  
Please do not sit back and wait for someone to do it for you. Staying on top of 
all the information throughout the high school years makes it easier when the 
actual time comes to applying for college. 
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STUDENT ATHLETE GAMEPLAN: NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE 
 
The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) governs three divisions of college athletics and requires 
that students interested in playing on either Division I or Division II teams file forms for certification of 
athletic eligibility. The form and the NCAA Guide for the College Bound Student-Athlete, a publication 
that explains the rules and regulations that govern recruiting, eligibility, and financial aid, can be found at 
the NCAA website at www.ncaa.org. 
 
Students who want to participate in Division I or Division II sports should start the 
certification process by the end of their junior year.  
 
The procedure is as follows: 
 

 Each spring the Guidance Department will send a completed “List of Approved Courses”, formerly 
the 48-H form, to the Clearinghouse. This form lists each ESM course offering that meets the NCAA 
core course guidelines. 

 If you wish to participate in Division I or Division II sports, you must submit your SAT scores 
directly to the Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse code is 9999. 

 You must fill out a “Domestic Student Release Form” (SRF) in September of your senior year. The 
form gives Grand Junction High School and any other high school you may have attended, the 
authority to release your transcript, and eventually, proof of graduation. It also gives the 
Clearinghouse permission to release all academic and testing information to the colleges that 
request it.  

 
The preferred method of registering is online at: www.ncaa.clearinghouse.net (Select Prospective 
Student-Athletes and click on Domestic Student Release Form or Foreign Student Release Form) or by 
completing the student release form with which students must do the following: 
 

 Fill out and make three copies. Mail one copy to NCAA Clearinghouse. 

 Give two copies to counselor who will, upon receipt, send it to NCAA Clearinghouse with transcript. 

 IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO COMPLETE THIS FORM! 
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STUDENT ATHLETE GAMEPLAN: DIFFERENT LEVELS 
 
Division I 
Division I member institutions have to sponsor at least seven sports for men and seven for women (or six 
for men and eight for women) with two team sports for each gender. Each playing season has to be 
represented by each gender, as well. There are contest and participant minimums for each sport, as well as 
scheduling criteria. For sports other than football and basketball, Division I schools must play 100% of the 
minimum number of contests against Division I opponents – anything over the minimum number of games 
has to be 50% Division I. Men’s and women’s basketball teams have to play all but two games against 
Division I teams, for men, they must play 1/3 of all their contests in the home arena. Schools that have 
football are classified as Division I-A or I-AA. Division I-A football schools are usually fairly elaborate 
programs. Division I-A teams have to meet minimum attendance requirements: 
 

 17,000 people in attendance per home game 

 20,000 average of all football games in the last four years, or 

 30,000 permanent seats in their stadium and average 17,000 per home game, or 

 20,000 average of all football games in the last four years, or 

 Be in a member conference in which at least six conference members sponsor football or more than 
half of football schools meet attendance criterion. 

 
Division I-AA teams do not need to meet minimum attendance requirements. Division I schools must meet 
minimum financial aid awards for their athletic program, and there are maximum financial aid awards for 
each sport that a Division I school cannot exceed. 
 

Division II 
Division II institutions have to sponsor at least four sports for men and four for women, with two team sports 
for each gender, and playing season represented by each gender. There are contest and participant 
minimums for each sport, as well as scheduling criteria – football and men’s and women’s basketball teams 
must play at least 50% of their games against Division II or Division I-A or Division I-AA opponents. For 
sports other than football or basketball there are no scheduling requirements. There are no attendance 
requirements for football, or arena game requirements for basketball. There are maximum financial aid 
awards for each sport that a Division II school must not exceed. Division II teams usually feature a number 
of local or in-state student athletes. Many Division II student-athletes pay for school through a combination 
of scholarship money, grants, student loans and employment earnings. Division II athletic programs are 
financed in the institution’s budget like other academic departments on campus.  Traditional rivalries with 
regional institutions dominate schedules of many Division II athletic programs. 

 

Division III 
Division III institutions have to sponsor at least five sports for men and five for women, with two team sports 
for each gender. There are few contest and participant minimums for each sport. Division III athletics 
features student-athletes who receive no financial aid related to their athletic ability and athletic departments 
are staffed and funded like any other department in the university. Division III athletic departments place 
special importance on the impact of athletics on the participants rather than on the spectators. The student-
athlete’s experience is of paramount concern. Division III athletics encourages participation by maximizing 
the number and variety of athletic opportunities available to students, placing primary emphasis on regional 
in-season and conference competition. 
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FOOTBALL: PARENT SUPPORT & FUNDRAISING 
 

In effort to build the very best program for the kids, our resource engine MUST BE in place to ensure 
success.  This resource engine is a myriad of resources, including financial and volunteer hours 
 

Beginning in 2016, the PVHS football team will require 2 volunteer hours 
from each of our student-athlete families, annually. 

 
Volunteer hours are available in a myriad of activities, including being part of the PVHS Touchdown Club, 
our very own Booster Club. Contact Coach Startzer for more information on volunteer opportunities. 
 
With regard to fundraising, we have three primary fundraising activities that fund our football program: 
 
Letters from Afar: In the fall of each football year, we will conduct our “Letters from Afar” program.  This 
program consists of each student-athlete sending a letter to a friend or relative asking for donations, many 
of which also align with our Brick Wall program.  Each letter is sent with a self-addressed, stamped, 
envelope for ease of return.   
 
Varsity Cards: In the fall of each football year, we will conduct our “Varsity Cards” program.  This 
program consists of each student-athlete selling 15 varsity cards (local business discounts) throughout the 
community.    
  
Business Banners:  In the fall of each football year, we will conduct our “Business Banners” program.  
This program consists of local businesses buying 3’x4’ banners that will be placed in the PVHS stadium for 
the entire year.   
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THUNDERHAWKS FOOTBALL DISCIPLINE CONTRACT 

PRAIRIE VIEW HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL DISCIPLINE CONTRACT 
 

I, _______________________________________, understand that I am a Prairie View ThunderHawk.  I 
have a responsibility to my own academic achievement, my own athletic development, and social well-
being.  I also understand that I have a responsibility to the PVHS Football Team, to PVHS as a student-
athlete, and the PVHS community as a whole. 
 
I have read the PVHS Core Values below, and commit to doing my part to ensure those values are upheld. 
 

HONESTY:  Speak your mind and uphold the truth.  Stay true to who you are and what you believe in.  
Address issues with respect, integrity, and in a timely manner.    
ACCOUNTABLE:  Be the best you can be in and out of school, every day.  Be present and be prepared. 
WELCOMING:  Create a positive learning environment in which all school community members can 
think, learn and feel that they matter.  We are a big ThunderHawk family. 
KNOWLEDGABLE:  Honor teaching and learning.  Understand the impact of your decisions on your 
surroundings.  Support school-wide-efforts towards achieving our mission, vision and goals. 
SCHOOL-SPIRITED:  Pride, participation, and positive reflection that supports our values.  Wear the 
Black and Gold with pride. 

 
I personally commit to the following contract: 
 

Violation #1: I understand that I have ONE violation to use in emergency situation only. 
Violation #2: I understand that on the 2nd violation it will result in a 1 game suspension. 
Violation #3: I understand that on the 3rd violation it will result in a 3 game suspension. 
Violation #4: I understand that on the 4th violation, I will be removed from the team with no possible 
way of return. 

 
Definition of a Violation: 
A Violation includes, but is not limited to, unexcused absence from Weight Training, Practice, Passing 
League Game or Tournament, Camp Day, or Meeting of any kind.  Additional violations may include any 
discipline problem with any Teacher, Administrator or Coach; breaking of a school rule, lying, violent or 
disruptive behavior, or failure to turn in a Grade Check. 
 
Definition of a Violation: 
A Violation is excused when Coach Startzer has been notified by the athlete before the event has started.  
This should be done in person or by phone.  You must call 303-518-9797 before the event has started.  

 
Athletic Director 
Signature_______________________________________________Date________________________ 
 
Coach 
Signature_______________________________________________Date________________________ 
 
Parent 
Signature_______________________________________________Date________________________ 
 
Student/Athlete 
Signature_______________________________________________Date________________________ 
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THUNDERHAWKS FOOTBALL AGREEMENT ON EXCELLENCE 

PRAIRIE VIEW HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL HANDBOOK / AGREEMENT  
   
 

Student-Athlete Name: ________________________ Grade: _________ Position: ___________ Phone: _____________________ 

 

“Excellence is the gradual result of always striving to do better.” ~Vince Lombardi 

 

The Thunderhawks Football Commitment to Excellence is a commitment to never cease trying to be the 
best you can become.   Further, we have adopted John Wooden’s definition of success to deepen our 
understanding in the pursuit of achievement: “Success is peace of mind which is a direct result of 
self-satisfaction in knowing you made the effort to become the best of which you are capable.” 
 
Everything we do will be measured against this commitment/definition.  Making the conscious choice to 
maximize your abilities in the following team policy and procedure will result in positive development for 
you as a student-athlete at Prairie View High School.   
 

“For the strength of the pack is the wolf, and the strength of the wolf is the pack.” ~Rudyard Kipling 

 
 

 

I have read and I am ready to adopt the Thunderhawks Commitment to Excellence.  Further, I 
understand my responsibility to Self, Team, Academics, and Social Arena as a Thunderhawks 
Student-Athlete and will uphold the PVHS Core Values. I have read and will comply with all 
guidelines set forth in the Thunderhawks Football Handbook.  Lastly, I agree to be responsible for 
safe return of all athletic uniforms and equipment issued by the Prairie View High School. 
  

STUDENT/ATHLETE SIGNATURE____________________________________DATE___________ 

 

I have reviewed the Thunderhawks Football Handbook and will be an active supporter of my child’s success 

as a Thunderhawks Student-Athlete.  I understand that football is a vigorous physical sport that can be 

dangerous and result in injury, despite all safety efforts.  I am committed to partnering with the PVHS 

coaching staff to make the game and experience as safe as possible.   

 

PARENT SIGNATURE_______________________________________________DATE___________ 

 

PARENT SIGNATURE_______________________________________________DATE___________ 

 
  
  

I commit to supporting, to the very best of my ability, the success and safety of the Thunderhawk Student 

Athlete above.  

 

HEAD COACH SIGNATURE__________________________________________DATE___________                                   
 
 
 
 

 


